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The Comeback
Medical Access Route
On June 26, 2020 Governor Justice announced a plan to distribute $1.25 billion in
CARES Act funding to support the State’s comeback from COVID-19. Included in
this bold vision for the State of West Virginia is funding to projects that will improve
access to medical facilities. Access to medical facilities is critical to the health of our
residents and supports the fastest growing economic driver in the eastern panhandle.
The City of Ranson has identified a 1,100-foot missing section of Fairfax Boulevard
and the 600 foot extension of 16th Avenue as critical missing links in connecting
Jefferson County’s medical facilities. The construction of this section of roadway will
improve access to the WVU Medical Jefferson Medical Center, Valley Health Systems
Urgent Care and proposed medical building, and increase access and response times
from the Jefferson County Emergency Services Agency. The completion of Fairfax
Boulevard will bypass all railroad crossings and provide a clear Medical Access Route
that will connect over half our county’s population to the Jefferson Medical Center and
Valley Health Urgent care.
The Mayor and Council of Ranson adopted a vision and developed a plan in 2010 to
extend Fairfax Boulevard from Charles Town, through Ranson, and onto Route 9. The
City has permit-ready engineering plans and a commitment for the dedication of right
of way to complete this last section of the Boulevard. To date, the City, in partnership
with the West Virginia Department of Highways and the Private Sector have already
invested over $20 million dollars in the construction of Fairfax Boulevard.
Ranson cannot move forward to complete this last segment of this medical access
route without support. While the city has made great progress already on the majority
of this project, the last 1,100 feet are the biggest hurdle to complete this vision. Ranson
needs support and leverage to integrate and complete the plans for Fairfax Boulevard.
The City has prepared a cost estimate of $3.5 million based on the permit ready
engineering for this final segment of Fairfax Boulevard and 16th Avenue. The City
of Ranson is asking Governor Justice to allocate CARES Act funding for COVID-19
related highway projects that will improve access to medical facilities and support the
economic comeback of our city and state.
Open for Business
The City of Ranson is taking actions so that our businesses have every opportunity
make a resilient comeback, and so that our State is prepared for the future. The City
Council have invested time and resources into the planning for future growth of our
City. This growth includes a diversified economy and a variety of housing options.
The health care demand continues with the housing boom in the eastern panhandle.
WVU Medical Jefferson Medical Center has announced a $25 million dollar
expansion to the current hospital. This expansion will include a new medial tower
and patient entrance on Fairfax Boulevard. Valley Health opened a 4,700 square
foot urgent care clinic and they have purchased 4.5 acres of land adjacent to Fairfax
Boulevard for a new multi-million-dollar medical facility.

Completing the Vision
History of Fairfax Boulevard
In 2010 the City of Ranson, WV and its partner the
City of Charles Town were awarded $980,000 in joint
U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) TIGER
Planning and U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) Challenge grants for a $1.4
million total project to plan and engineer a “Green
Corridor Revitalization” that will link a “complete
street” improvement of the main commercial roadway
(Fairfax Boulevard-George Street) to a new regional
Commuter Center for bus and rail transit access.
The first phase of the construction of George and
Fairfax Boulevard from Washington Street in Charles
Town to 12th Avenue was nearly complete in 2016.
The City of Ranson began engineering to complete the
next section of Fairfax Boulevard from 12th Avenue to
15th Avenue. This section of the boulevard has been
affectionately called the “Peanut” because of its form.
This innovative design celebrates the Lakeland Place
Oval shown on Ranson’s original plat while address the
alignment of the new development patterns at the edge
of the City. This iconic traffic calming solution is the
bridge between Ranson’s past and future.
The remaining two blocks of Fairfax Boulevard will
provide the missing link of Fairfax Boulevard and a
connection to Leetown Pike/ 16th Avenue. This final
extension of the green corridor linking together the
traditional development patterns of the City with new
development, undeveloped land, and outlying areas
of the City, that combines traditional neighborhood
and mixed-use development with green infrastructure.
Fairfax Boulevard is a demonstration project that show
how small towns on the fringe of a major metropolitan
area like the Baltimore-Washington Metropolitan Area
can foster sustainable economic development, clean
transportation, and community livability with the right
planning and infrastructure investments.

Benefits and Outcomes
This request is for the funding to construct the final
missing link of Fairfax Boulevard. This critical route
will extend the existing sustainable transportation
investments that link key community, housing, and
economic centers along a medical access route. The
initiative will extend critical infrastructure into
undeveloped land and demonstrate once again the
economic return on investment when connecting
land use and transportation investments in the state.
This project is shovel ready. Ranson has permit ready
engineering plans to complete the boulevard.
• Ranson has an open, competitively bid,
contract for construction with locked in unit
prices. Construction can begin with 30 days of
funding.
• Advancing the Pioneering WV Effort – Phase
1 of Fairfax Boulevard is serving as a national
model of transit-ready development, complete
streets, community revitalization and land usetransportation integration.
• Connection to medical services. WVU
Jefferson Medical Campus has announced a $25
million dollar expansion with a medical tower
and patient entrance that will front onto Fairfax
Boulevard. Valley Health has purchased 4.5 acres
of land adjacent to Fairfax for a new medical
office building. This missing link will provide a
direct transportation connection to these medical
facilities and Route 9.
• Smart Growth Polices and Codes – Ranson has
adopted mixed-use land development regulations
that key smart growth planning principles into a
cohesive, user-friendly Smart Code that is creating
walkable, mixed income development in the City.
This vision will encourage the development of
450 homes and live-work units adjacent to Fairfax
Boulevard.
• Assisted Living/Active Adult Development.
Ranson currently has a developer who has
purchased land at the north end of Fairfax
Boulevard and is interested in partnering with
the nearby medical facilities in order to create
an assisted living community. Success of this
development depends on the completion of
Fairfax Boulevard as it links the hospital system to
the proposed development.

• National Model – The Ranson’s green corridor
project has demonstrated how a transportation
investment can be transformative to a community
by attracting revitalization and investment into
an existing community. Phase 2 will be the
model to demonstrate how these principles can
be applied to greenfield development adjacent to
existing small, rural communities on the fringe of
major, sprawling metropolitan areas to achieve a
sustainable community.
• Opportunity Zone investments. This census
tract has been designated as an Opportunity
Zone. the transportation investment into Fairfax
Boulevard provide a catalyst and anchor to
Opportunity Zone investment.
• Transportation Choice. These last two blocks
of Fairfax Boulevard will connect the eastern
panhandle’s Regional Bus service. Eastern
Panhandle Transit will now have a direct and
shorter regional connection from Charles Town
the VA Hospital. In addition, expanding regional
bus service will also have a center stop on Fairfax
Boulevard connecting Martinsburg to the
Ashburn, VA Metro Station.
• This last segment of roadway will attract over
$70 million dollars of new home development
and over $300 million in mixed-use development
adjacent to Fairfax Boulevard on vacant land
between 12th Avenue and Route 9.
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Construction Ready
The City of Ranson has prepared full engineering
plans that are permit-ready. These plans include the
extension of the green street character of Fairfax
Boulevard and the extension of 16 Avenue. These two
sections of street will complete a critical link between
the heart of Ranson and Route 9. Jefferson County
Emergency Services will no longer be delayed in
rendering aid due to a passing train.
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The street section for Fairfax Boulevard will match the
completed portions with a center median, travel lanes,
and sidewalks. The street includes the engineering
for water and sewer service to support entitled
development adjacent to the street. Stormwater has
been engineered to tie into the existing stormwater
facilities for Fairfax Boulevard and for the Fairfax
Crossing Neighborhood. This design will support
private sector development as seen in the previous
phases of Fairfax Boulevard.

2

NORT

H

WHY FUNDING IS NEEDED
Ranson cannot move forward to complete the last
segment of this $3.5 million ambitious plan without
support. While the city has made great progress
already on majority of this project, the last two blocks
is the most critical connection to medical faculties
and the biggest hurdle to complete this vision. Ranson
needs financial support complete the plans for Fairfax
Boulevard and unlock the economic comeback of the
state of West Virgina.
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